
 
 

What Made Jesus Mad - Week 4 

June 22-23, 2019 | Pastor Tim Harlow 

This week, Pastor Tim talks about how Jesus deals with judgmental attitudes with grace and 

love.  

 

CELEBRATE 

 

At the beginning of your small group time, it’s good to share about your week and share with 

each other how you’re doing. So, spend some time, right now, connecting before jumping into 

the discussion questions. You can use the Connect section as a guide. If you’re doing this Study 

Guide on your own, take a moment to focus your mind on God and what He might want you to 

hear today. 

 

CONNECT 

1. Share one or two of the nicknames you've had in your life. How did you come by those 
names? Which one is your favorite and why?   

  

2. Talk about the first word or image that comes to mind when you hear the word 

"judgment." Explain why you think those words or images stand out to you. 

Before watching the sermon, or moving on in this study, take a minute to remember that God is 

always with you. Pray as a group for God to bless your conversation and open your eyes and 
hearts to what He wants you to hear. 

 

REFLECT  

 

Before moving forward in your study, take a moment and review the key points from this 
weekend's message.  

1. There is such a thing as "gracism" - it's not about the color of skin, but the color of sin.   

  

https://parkviewchurch.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a12af1e045f3b032be8bfb8bf&id=12a0ed8dbd&e=aba925f04e
https://parkviewchurch.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a12af1e045f3b032be8bfb8bf&id=490a8ad7ef&e=aba925f04e


2. Jesus became angry at anything that restricted people's access to God.  
  

3. St. Augustine said that the text of John 7:53-8:11 was left out of many Bibles in order to 

"avoid scandal."  
  

4. You are loved, not judged. So we should love, not judge. 

 

SCRIPTURES USED IN THE MESSAGE: Daniel 5:27, Matthew 7:1-5, 23:13; Luke 23:34, John 8:1-

11, Romans 3:23, 6:23; 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 2:5-11 
 

RESPOND 

1. Talk about a thought, phrase, or moment from this weekend's message that stuck with 
you. Give a brief reason for why these things stuck with you.  

  

2. During this weekend's message, Pastor Tim mentioned that the story commonly known as 
"the woman caught in adultery" wasn't originally included in the Bible. St. Augustine 

mentions that it was left out in order to avoid scandal. Talk about any questions or 
thoughts that come to mind as you think about this.  

  

3. Read Matthew 7:1-5. Read slowly, making a note of words or phrases that stand out to 
you. This passage is in a section of Matthew called "The Sermon on the Mount." (Matthew 

5-7) These 3 powerful chapters contain Jesus' most influential and practical teachings. 

Matthew wrote this Gospel specifically to Jewish Christians - people who had grown up in 
the faith of Israel but had become followers of Jesus. The Sermon on the Mount is first and 

foremost a call for the Jewish people of God to live as God has taught them to live but it 

also applies to anyone who follows Jesus.  
  

4. Jesus begins this passage by saying, "Do not judge, or you too will be judged." (7:1) Talk 

about how you have learned this principle in your own life. In other words, have you ever 
put yourself above someone else for their actions or attitudes and then found dark stuff in 

your own life? Talk about the wisdom God has taught you as a result of that experience.  

  
5. Jesus uses an illustration comparing a speck of sawdust to a wooden beam (picture the 

beams holding up the roof of your house). Talk about how Jesus' illustration "levels the 

playing field" between us and other people. In the story of "Janice" from this weekend, 
what happened when Jesus pointed out the beams in the eyes of the religious people?  

  

6. The point of Jesus' teaching is to turn the attention to the relationship between the 
"beam" person and the "speck" person. Talk about how judgment has hindered a key 

relationship in your life. Talk about how dealing with your "beam" or "speck" has (or could) 

improve that relationship.  
  

7. The word Jesus uses for people who would put themselves "above" others (the heart of 

judging others) is "hypocrite." The original word was a term used in theater or drama. It 
literally means to "wear a mask" or "play a character." Talk about why this word makes 

sense in the light of what Jesus is talking about. What happens when we live our life in 

judgment, wearing a mask, instead of recognizing what's really going on in our hearts 
and actions?  

  
8. As we close the "What Made Jesus Mad?" series, talk about a key insight from the past 

four weeks that has deeply impacted you. As a group, decide on some action steps that 

each person will take to bring that insight to life in the coming weeks and months.  



Closing Prayer: 

 

God, thank you for calling us "good" from the beginning. Thank you that nothing changes our 
goodness in your eyes, but remind us that we can choose to live outside of that goodness. 

We know that we believe there are some people who don't deserve your goodness. Maybe its 

one of our family members, co-workers, or children. Maybe we believe that about ourselves - 
that we are awful and you can't really love us. 

 

Help us learn that judgment - either self-judging or others-judging - isn't what you have in mind 
for us. Give us the courage to remember that when we put ourselves under Your love, we find 

common ground with everyone in Your love. Then we can give up judging and learn how to 

love with everything we have. Thank you that its not our job to judge. Thank you for your grace.  
 

Amen.  
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